Please switch your phones
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Jazz trio Tin Men & The Telephone have embraced technology for their interactive show

e MSTERDANM-BASEL irin
| Tin ben and the Tel
i ephone have made a name

ﬁé{" W for themsehies for their

= RS rhovative .'-|||r|-r|'|.'|i.'.h fin]
engiging audlences in their
highly-acclaimed, improyised,
mimiern fiaze ghis,

They :||:.'Ii'.-'-e:l1_.' encosrrnse the
audience 1o get their phoses oot
and get involved in didtating
aleéments of the performance - in
el B = naing thoir specialls-
devetoped aptariphedie apg
Finmendo

Thes"mo at the Royal Blemingham
Comservatoine from 26- 25 Movem-
Lier aa part ol b rssidency and, for
the very Hrst toee, ic's not oiaky the
gudienion burt also Hereners to BRC
Rackio 3's Tare Mow PrOETRITITe Wi
whll I able o met bivmbved,

At the best Bitis 1's FREE. We
spoke o' plankst Tomy Hee (o flnd
QL mene,

Where does the name 'Tin Men
and the Telephone’ come from?
] W 1n=|:|'in:|,'| b thie very |_|:.r|ﬁ

rarnes wsed in the nbd hip Il.np
daye, Hke Grandmaster Blash & ihe
Furlous Five and we heve on old,
mioilifed rod 5069 plone whlch we
LisE a0 Stage 0 trigger samples, so
that odsvitacsly lad 1o end up in the
band name as well!

How would yvou describa the
band to somesne who has never
heard of you?

Ye're an limprovising o thist
makes fully interective shows,
which mrans che pudience actvely
participaces pnd decides for o lampe

part hiow the maesic will unfold amd
develop,

What inspired you to create
the Tinmendo app?

Dk ahiagswm e robelby Dl raciive;
the music uses samples and video
projections, so the behind-the
acenss technical recpulremesnts woe
hlgh - usdng & GO or DY fust
dosn’t do tho trick!

Sir in 2013 we crested an app
(eakled Appienoul whese each song
buad & differant lntesictive game
aloumemnt o e Bjcck had 2ot the bas
|1:|:rn_'r|'||=|'.rl:|igh withy hiess opp
Biogshillin, oo decided tooadd
something ahe didn's, which was
the medience interaction part. Thai
uitimaitely terned out o be g
5[||:|||Ju|-:rn|.=.1| e galled Tinmando

Most artists prefer their
avdlences to turn thelr phones
off during perfermances. What
dees [ da?

Tinmendo &llnws the aedience (o
make chalees abour the nnsie we
play - o they can voue abour the
style [do they want ws to play
momaAnEcally, EYCERY OF 3 '1:.lu.l.'
out"), or the tempe (super slow o
play at tha speed of gl | and
roch mare, They can ereate thed
IWH mMasic too = beals harmonies
et - that v play oo the spaol
creatng g collective composition. |
can also commuunicate with thio
anidience by typdng texts us i|1§: the
plang Kews (1 have fun with tha
anel

Plus, the phones themselves can
o thitgs Por r:-::lln'ple:. | can mrn
the speakers of everyome's phodes
infa one Bdg 310 sound ayscem, bul

o | o giving too mach away. you
have tocomie to a shoy to Hind out
murel

5S¢ your audiences are able to
‘direct’ what and how you play.
is this ke having another
mamber of the band?

T noway s, Bur t's basically
improvisation directed by the
peaple which shures o lot of
almlasithes with Imgrovised thearre
The technology of the app made 1t
more creitempuamny and facilicntos
i dof ol different tvpes of Tniemcton

And how does |t affect your
sound?

Wa nover know rxactly bow the
shiswy will wenbald, Sorme shows haye
heen mope abstrncet, thers more
based on grooves, (s haod m
preclict.

How do you make your shows
current’

Wia'vi uged nod-musical souree
miaterial since day one and over the
yenrs this has grown into themaric
shiirais,

[he poticleal altwation b the
waorkid led us {a aur recent show,
Winrld Domination, whese we inviee
thie avidisnee i belp rid the warld
of dangeroas pollitciany whise they
are gwiped o ancther planat by an
wlien faskiorce cafled FUIRTE
[ Fusgderal Thricn bor Restar 1
[nrergalactic Bguilibsm ) We
created music dn many of thel
speachaes and basically the setlist is
[RHETH ] wpon the nudience choices
The anlmatons g inspdeed by
Ferry Gllemand Mooty Python

We've also created an interactie
alumw about climate change in

which the pudience, split imea
proupes, gets the tnsk o save the
HLERTL th r|:|u|:|;l1 I |L|iri1:-lu'-4_:r|||||1|_'li
tive assigniments; while facing meamny
challenges as we o through thne.

What do you enjoy most about
the restdencies and what are
you looking forward to in
Birmingham?

As your can imagine g lor happens
in-our show emid the audicnce
Inreraction is crucinl,. Developing
wnd testing mew tdeas B what is
miost enjorable. 18 pure foa and
hexuisy fo work really hard doring
Lhe eotirese ol a week, |'Tr:_|.r|:1;g
sommetiung beand new o which we
pai direct feedback from e
audisnce,

Wiz've plaved for audiences
ranging tram nearly & thousand oo
hinndred or 8o, bt the e brosd
«ast for BEC Radio ®5 lorz MNow on
MMuonekay, the first day of aur
residenicy, promises 1o be pretny
special. Listeners across the eountry
willbe able o Intemso with us
-i||TI'|::H:|-'_ =0y it @ bit likn pln:.'lng 0 A
staciven audience = of over 50,000
listeners - bat with people ina
virtual space, comnectesd whilst in
thiedr owm homes or listening in the
T,

B Tin Men and the Telephana is
at The Lab, Reyal Birmingham
Conservatalire, on Hovember 25
{1pm:12. 30am}, 27, 28 and 29
{ali 5.30-6.30pm). The live
broadcast on BEBC Radlo 3 |s an
Monday, 11pm - 12.30am. Tickeis
are fred, but must be booked at
www.heu.ae.uk /econcerts,



